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were in the same case. Naughty children we were, but we must be
treated with the utmost patience and generosity.15

It might almost be said that the Cardinal never realised that
there was a Church of England. He knew that such an institu-
tion existed, just as the entirely untravelled person knows that
there are such places as Argentina and Australia, but it had little
reality compared with the tremendous fact of Rome. Even if
we reject as legendary his reported confession that when he en-
tered upon the Conversations he did not know that Anglican
Orders had been condemned, there is no doubt that the .whole
question had been remote from his personal experience. So,
while the Archbishop saw the Pope and himself as the two
principals in a prospective negotiation, Mercier saw a very dif-
ferent juxtaposition; and to his mind the commitments of the
Archbishop were to be compared not with any the Pope might
make but with those which he himself had made.

He did not understand the Church of England, nor was he
an historian. Apart from the apostolic charity -which burned in
him, he approached the whole problem of Reunion from the
point of view of scholastic logic. It was all so simple. The
idea of a living Church without a visible head was as inconceiv-
able as that of a living body similarly bereft. Nor was scholastic
logic the only bar that separated him from the Archbishop. By
mind and temperament they were too far removed for under-
standing. Mercier thought the Archbishop cold and hesitating,
while the latter genuinely believed that he had shown sym-
pathy and enterprise, a sympathy the full measure of-which he
was constitutionally incapable of conveying in a letter, and an
enterprise which he feared was in danger of exceeding the
bounds of prudence. Halifax, and to a lesser degree Portal,
understood the position better, apart from their occasional ex-
asperations. Critically as Halifax might write to the Arch-
bishop, he spared no pains to interpret him favourably to the